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Promt Kurdoh Representative of Commander, U.S. Naval PorceB, Oeroanjr 
Tot Director of Naval Intelligence 

Subjt Visit of General GEHLEN, head of the German Intelligence Service# to the 
UkS, Sixth Fleet 

Enel# (l) Copy of Memorandum received by Q8HTJS N aboard OSS SALEM (CA 139) 

(2) Copy of Plan of the Day of 038 SAL® (CA 139) of Wednesday, 7 
September 1955 

(3) Itinerary of GHHLSN's visit to Sixth Fleet 

1, Fran 5 September to 10 September 1955 Qeneral GEHLEN, Chief of the CIA . — 
sponsored German Intelligence Service (0X3), and the Chief of the GI3 Naval ^ 
Evaluation Section, Albrecht OBERMAXER, were gues ts of the U*S. Navy . aboard 
ahJLpa 'of thi» tJ.SU Sixth Fleet In the Mediterranean. During the entl^^vlsit . 
.GBHCSN:Ua^)«k 9 'pseudonym *Dr.. GHSjSR"i but his. aid used his .own yV ; : JJ 

v'wdraV^i^Hde^tlea of the German visitors wei^.known. o^y ,'tej;i^^Kis^^i^oar 8 gy 
of ;'!t^;Sl^£;Fieet and a few members of their Staffs*. -Within.; m 

enlire Vlel't, was closely .controlled snd known only to. Ad mir al RQDGBRSj|;' Coinpa raier aj 
DiSi,:Ra^)^oe 8 , Germany; Capt. R. 0. ARMSTRONG,. Cbi^of '■ •* 
CdrV^W, HARRISON Jr., Intelligence Of fleer, COMNAVGER; ' : ard';o^iaeti;|^ti^' « 
^ 'cadwcra'. The CCMNAVQER planey waS • Wed . to arid fr«w-.tt» . . j 
^Medlij^^khsaii V*vb the passengers kero, not Identified to the creWe v t 

tjra^ "coo ^ %rith the chief of the CIA*b QIS sponsor unite V® 

• . .. ' . • ij 

2* It la .believed that' the visit was a complete suooesa and that GKELSHwas 
greai^^itoprflS 3 ed• and gained some understanding of the capabilities and tasks j 
of modern; naval forces. A detailed report of the visit is set forth In the - 
paragraph below. An itinerary of the trip is forwarded as enclosure (3)* 

3 , Trip from Munloh to Vlllefranchet 

ar .On 5 September 1955 Gen. GEHLEN and "SEPP* OBERMAXER arrived atclfart^Lberg 
■ AFB • erected; bjj$ a(CIA) . The trio remained In the oar, parkedoutsid® 

of ^the^pasaeriger lounge", Tuntii the plane arrived. Prior to the ^ arrival. >,of.vthe 
t. f v the party was met, by this offioer, . and'- upon \thr ai^lTal?oiP 
tapt . R . a. ARMSTRONG, USN, Chief of , Staff,. 

■ i tra^ilVby air, expressed gratitude f or the.'plll s .hg adriat 

air^aickmss provided by Capt. ARMSTRONG. After a smooth take"*off, (KHIEN 

gd? . &&&. 
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enjoyed a box lunch (inspite of the bum pa atoned by head winds). He remarked 
about the effectiveness of the pills and inquired about the possibility of 
Setting a small supply for hia planned Journey to the United States in January. 
Obviously content with the world. GKHLEN talked about his coming CIA-sponsored 
visit to Washington, D.C., and his desire to return leisurely by ship. Be also 
talked about a vacation he plans to take with his family next year; he likes 
Damping and outdoor life. 




b. While over Prance heading for Marseilles, GEHLKN talked about his eldest 
daughter (21 years old) and her return from Italy the day before. He stated 
that his daughter is at times a oourler for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs* 
and that during, her last Journey an inquisitive Genoa a Customs Official almost 
found, the diplomatic pouch. GEHLKN was proud of his daughter's foresight in 
placing the pouch below a layer of soiled feminine "niceties " at the bottom of 
the bag. The official inspected the contents of the beg as far as tbs soiled 
"niceties" but terminated his inspection there. Use of his daughter for courier 
nine was necessitated by lack of personnel at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
According to GKHLEN, the oourler runs are not as dangerous now as in the days 
Just after the Ministry of . Foreign Affairs was recognised by the Allies. 



c. GEBRMAYES made no secret of the written brief which he had prepared for 
GSBEfiH ontheU.3. Navy's Sixth Fleet activities in the Mediterranean and on 
the HKEO Baval Compands. He had prepared a three (3) Page essay on the history 
of a modern aircraft carrier which was carefully read by GEHLKN. Prior to the 
briefing OEHLKN asked the source of the material. In German, OBSRMASER answered 
"from ••open; .i&faiicatlons and the 


Arrival and Evening of 5 September 1955: 



a. Customs delays, identity and passport inspections were, avoided at Nloe 
by the arrangements made by LCIB K. W. HOLLOWAY* Flag Lieutenant to the Commander 
Sixth Fleet. USER HOLLOWAY met the plane with two (2) sedans and arranged a 
esnooth passage off the field. GEHLKN admired the warm sunny weather and tropical 
scenery and talked about the history of Nice and Villefranoha. 

b« At the pier near Villefrancha the COMSIXTHFLT barge awaited the party. 

The p art y went aboard the. 033 SALEM at 1735 and was greeted by LCER It* 0. HARTMAN.. 
G3H. The SALEM . was so spotlessly clean and shipshape that the party "begged 
pardon" when shoes missed the runners on deck. GEHLKN was impressed by his first 
contact with the U.3. Nary, and especially with the attention devoted to him. 

He sared ee a oouvenier a memo random presented him with theroster of ship s 
officers/ ships .'Stores, soda fountain and tobacco shop hours of operation, etc. 

A copy of thifl memorandum, whioh pleased GKHLBN very much, is forwarded as 
enclosure ( 1 ). 
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G< That evening, in preference to attending the movies on the fantail, 

QEHLEN strolled the narrow streets of Villefranche in the company of the party. 
While waiting for the captain's gig to return aboard, this officer talked alone 
with GEHLEN. / 

5* Events of 6 September aboard U33 SALEM: 

a, On 6 September after breakfast, SALEM hoisted anchor ard proceeded at 
slow speed to her rendezvous with the Sixth Fleet. After an inspection of ship's 
spaces, GEHLEN came -to the subject of CIS accreditation. He anticipated no 
serious setbacks and foresaw no difficulties in gaining parliamentary approval 
of his organisation. He realized that it would be dangerous if the (US's 
accreditation were made a political issue, and considered it M.« personal 
achievement that the GIS is above politics. He said he has influential friends 
In both. the government and opposition parties, but still anticipates lengthy 
parliamentary debates. He is prepared to make minor concessions as the debates 
progress. With binoculars in hand and seated in the coranand ohalr on the 
Admiral's bridge, GEHLEN was the picture of a man with confidence in his future, 
and appeared to be in command of the situation. 

b« Prior to the last luncheon aboard the SALEM on 7 September, GEHLEN 
asked this officer if Admiral OPSUB would like a short briefing on the GIS. 

This was left to his own discretion, and he appeared very pleased. Immediately 
preceding the luncheon a small Corsican fishing craft appeared whose Skipper 
asked help to repair his engines. GEHLEN followed the fishing craft incident 
with interest and was impressed that the cruiser stopped to render assistance 
to the Corsican craft. The lunch was a festive one and the . atmosphere .relaxed 
and friendly. Seated to the right of Admiral OFSTIE, GEHLEN missed a bite 
several times in his eagerness to provide quick and accurate answers to the 
Admiral's questions about Germany, its economic condition and future. 

c. After lunch the party relaxed in comfortable chairs and engaged in social 
conversation. Afterwards, GEHLEN gave a dignified briefing on the GIS, and avoided 
any attempt tt sensationalism. He presented matters accurately, i n c ludi ng details 
of Initial setbacks. According to GEHLEN, the last parliamentary recess found 
the GE3 accepted in principal, but various technicalities including approval of 
the budget remain to be settled during the October-November parliamentary session. 
Be anticipated no problems, however, .which he could not overcome by the. con- 
cessions he is prepared to grant. The GIS mission, as explained jby GBELEN, Is 
the collection and evaluation of political, economic, and military intelligence. 

Be explained that his Chief of Naval Evaluation, OBEBtAYER, will be assigned 
the naval evaluation desk at the Ministry of Defense in addition to his present 
responsibilities with GI3. He stressed the need for centralization of ell 
collection efforts for economy reasons and added that this trip made him realize 
the need for reliable naval intelligence. GEHLEN then talked about the "small 
but effective" future German Navy in the Baltic which was to be ready to frustrate 
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any Soviet attempt at invasion of Denmark, and added that the German Nary may 
one day be worthy of a offensive mi salon in the Baltic. He talked about the 
need for oloae cooperation with the NATO intelligence community, and indicated 
that he had taken steps to establish liaison contacts with other countries. 

GEHLEN mads it plain that he has dose contact with Chancellor ATS HAUER, and 
predicted that the Chancellor's mission to Moscow is bound to fall. According 
to GEHLSN* ADENAUER was cognizant of the faot that he might meet hard Soviet 
demands and hardly be accorded an opportunity to enter Into serious negotiations. 
Be therefore excluded from his party the Minister of Economics and Me advisory 
staff, QBHLBH believed the Chancellor might suaoeed in negotiating the release 
of the German prisoners of war, but that Soviet propaganda would arrange for 
the credit to go to the GDR. It must be aaid that orar-KW fascinated hla WIT 
audience, and that he was aware of this fact. 

d. In the late afternoon a briefing was arranged for the visitors In the 
presence of Admiral OPSTIE. The composition of the Sixth Fleet and soma of Its 
operations and operational areas ware reviewed by Capt. R. L. SHIFTS?, the Flans 
and Operations Officer; logistic and supply problems were presented by Capt. 

D* STAEBLY, Fleet Logistic Officer. GEHLEN displayed keen Interest In the 
w a» m Intricate supply problems and the U.S. Navy developed methods of refueling and 
w replenishing at sea. 

■BBBKS&a 

e. Escorted by Admiral 0F3TIB, GEHLEN was shown the assembled fleet, and 
aircraft carriers. The Plan of the Day, forwarded herewith as enclosure (2), 

1415 as flight quarters to transfer passengers to the TBS CORAL SEA. 
(EHLSH, wjth perfume from the ship's store and a box of cigars for State 

Dr. GLQEKB, was tranaf erred with Capt. ARMSTRONG by the first flight. 

The party was sent away with friendly waves from the Sixth Fleet Commander and 
Stiff. During the visit GEHLEN extended an invitation to Admiral 0FSTC3 to 
visit him in Germany. 

7-9 September - G33 CORAL 3BA: 

a* The helicopter was met by Admiral EXSTRQH, COMCARUtV 6, and Ms Chief 
of Staff t, Shorti'v after he arrived on tha Admiral's bridge, QBHIZH commented 
on the sharp diff invnca between the SALEM and the CORAL SEA. OEHLZN remarked 
that the crew of the SALEM sweat to maintain her polish and dignity, that of 
the CORAL SEA to get a hard Job done. His remark was appropriate, since the 
CORAL SEA was in sddst of refueling from a tanker which was topping-off a 
destroyer on the other aide. 




b. With refueling underway, two cruisers and a submarine nearby, and 
refueling and replenishing ships on the horizon, GEHLEN was at a loan to find 
the right camera, although he had two (2) MINOX cameras (one loaded with blaok 
and white, the other with oolored film); one (1) Minox light meter; one (1) 
Robot camera with telescopic lens; one (1) Leica with teleaoopic lensj one (1) 
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Kxakta loated with colored filmj and one (1) Minox fixed to hia binoculars. 

Ha respected the desires of the Commander Sixth Fleet, however, and avoided 
talcing pictures of electronic equipment. 

c* After dinner OEHUBT watched the landing of jet aircraft aboard the 
darkened ship* A a the first Jet landed with a deafening roar and a terrific 
Impact* and the heat of the Jet thrust reached the bridge, ngnTjpi jumped back 
against this officer, believing the jet bad crashed. As other Jets landed 
in precision he expressed his admiration for the tactics developed by the 
U.3. Navy* the efficiency of the entire crew, the technical superiority of 
the U.3* Navy, and the strategical Importance of a modern aircraft carrier. 

• , 

7. On the morning of 8 September GEHLEN was among the first to arrive at 
breakfast and was eager to observe the launching and landing of aircraft. 

During breakfast he thanked Admiral EKSTBOM for the opportunity to witness 
carrier operations, which he described as the most interesting and exalting 
technical development he had ever seen. Throughout that day it was impossible 
to talk to him on any topic not pertaining to carrier activities. He listened 
attentively to all explanations by Admiral EKSTROM, his Chief of Staff* and 
Capt •AK'iS'EBDBa, and abugfat out every opportunity to learn more about air 
operations* the carrier's tasks, and naval aviation in^enaral. Escorted by 

a Marine orderly, GEHLEN appeared to be In his own milieu, and he enjoyed 
every minute of it. The next event of Interest was the transfer of a hospital 
case by Mghline from a destroyer to the carrier. Afterwards, GBHLKN was 
introduced to the film "Victory at Sea", parts of which were shown in the 
Senior Officer's country briefing room. 

8. a. After the catapults launching of 6 Jets on 9 September, ORHldSN asked 
this officer about the possibility of a U.S. Navy invitation to General 
HBB13BER and ex-Admiral WAGNER to observe carrier and fleet operations. 
According to GEHLEM, these two individuals will be influential in the develop* 
cent of the future German Navy, and he felt that they should be made aware of 
the capabilities of modern ships and the vital strategic importance of naval 
aviation. GEHLEN asked the advisability of inviting State Secretary Dr. GLOEKB 
for a similar visit as a guest of the U.S. Navy. Later, he turned to Admiral 
EKSTROM to learn more nbout the plans of the Sixth Fleet and the U.3. Navy's 
plans for Its operational forces in this area. GSHLBN then talked about German 
military activities during WW II in the Black Saa area and the Bal k a n s. Be 
stated that the Sixth Fleet was preserving the moral of the peoples of Greece* 
Italy* and particularly Spain. He explained that even in Germany the presence 
of the IBN forces in the Mediterranean la most assuring, and that most of West 
German planning in the Near East Is based upon the presence of the Sixth Fleet 
in the Mediterranean. That same evening at the dinner table and prior to the 
movies he spoke freely about hia views on India, Turkey, and Qreeoe. 


b. GEHLEN twice invited Admiral EKSTROM to visit Germany, and offered to 
place a car at the Admiral's disposal. 
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9« Arrival in Palma, Major oa: 0800 on 10 Sept«nb«r-the arrival at Palma, 

Majorca, the 21 gun salute of the CORAL SEA, and the white dress uniforms 
Impressed • (SB3SLBEL Later he voiced his appreciation of the need for reliable 
naval- Intelligence In the countries of oall of the Sixth Fleet and ssksd 
'Whether 'the Sixth Fleet would appreciate the receipt of QIS intelligence. 
Shis was the second time that GKHLHS indicated the possibility of arranging 
for the release of <H3 aolleoted Intelligence to 0.3. Navy operational 


10. Strolling through the streets of Paisa. QgfLEW talked about the Spanish 
people, their history and struggles, and displayed keen knowledge of the 
political and econoadLo conditions in Spain. Be eooaented upon the loyalty 
of the Spardah in.general, and In the utmos t of secrecy, be revealed that he 
baa established avery friendly liaison with leading Spanish military .personal!* 
At lOSO that morning the group departed Majorca for Munich aboard the 


11. It is balleved that. QEHLSDrs visit was In every way a success. Be a 
vlalbly.;. ; lffls sras a gd~ -by the Sixth Fleet, very pleased by the attention wad 
courtasiea f given: him by Admirals GSSTTS and EE3TKM, and vary anxious to 
win tbs respect (and support) of the U.S* Navy for his organization. 


V. L. HTCELY 


Copy to: 


■Cow sj* a to ccmmsm 

Copy Bo. 3 to CIA (6966 SB0) for Col. CKLTCHFISLD’s JHES Only 
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MB88BAHPUM FORIR, J3KBOR 


..... / 

Welcome aboard the Flagship ctf Commander SIXTH Fleet. 

The attaohed list of Staff Of fleers, notloe of hours of 
operation of the ship's stares and Instructions concerning the Flag Hess 
are provided for your Information. 

The Captain* 8 Cabin has been assigned for your use while 
aboard. Your room steward's name la VEBARES. 

. You are invited to eat all meals In the Flag Mess which 

Is composed of the following members t 



VADM R.A. OFSTTE (Commander SIXTH Fleet) 

CAPT C.L. FREEMAH (Chief of Staff to ComSDOHFlt) 

CAPT R.L. SHIPLEY (Plana and Operations Officer, CooSIXTHFlt) 
CAPT E.D. 8TAHDLY (Fleet Logistics Officer CoaSOTHPlt) 

LODR T.E. BASS (Flag Secretary, CooSIXTHFlt) 

ICm E.W. HOLLOWAY (Flag Lieutenant, CooSIXTHFlt) 


^Pleaae-'let me know if I can be. of any assistance (hiring your visit. 


Very Respectfully, 

/s/ E.W, HOLLOWAY 
E.W. HOLLOWAY 

Lieutenant Commander, USN 

Flag Lieutenant 
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Sunrise: 0600 U33 SAL7M (CA 139) 

Sunset: 1855 PLAN OP tiW DAY 

Wednesday, 7 September 1955 

UNIFORM OP THE DAY: Officers and 01*0*8 1 Working Khaki 

Other Enlisted : Undress White BAKER 

' / Marines to correspond 

Carry out "At Sea" routine exoept as noted below: 


0000 - 2400 * SALS* AD Ship and Resoue Helicopter Guard 

0500 * Prepare to TOP~OFP one Destroyer (Divisions concerned call own personnel}. 
0530 - Nan stations for refueling destroyer 
0545 ~ Destroyer alongside for fueling 
0600 - (1) Reveille 

(2) Early breakfast for observers going to USS WORCESTER 
.0630 - Breakfast 

0700 - (Abou^)^ Transfer Damage Control and Engineering Observers from SALEM 

to WCRCESTER by #1 and 2 MWB or high line fore and aft. Rig debarkation 
net" Starboard Quarters. UNIFORM - OfTloers and CPO’e - Working Khaki 
with ties; Other Enlisted Undress White ABIE 

- Muster on r stations 

(about) J General Quarters for AA Firing (AA George and AA Surprise) 
-iMTO^meei.. , 

- Han-CIC-and Gunnery Control Stations for competitive Target Designation 


0730 
0740 . 
1130 . 
1240 

1300 

1415 

1700 

1915 

2000 


and^Ao^uis 1 1 i on Rxar o 1 s e 

:-;.Tvrxv l . 

- (Ab<^)fPlight Quarters to transfer passengers to CORAL SEA 
- . (i)|^ei^r^meal 

(2)^Abc^)foi^eHrers return to SALEM by boats or high line fore and aft 
*' Pr^^^nt Mii%eek Devotions (Crew’s Lounge) 

- Movies on the Pantall 
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SKfassM’ 


CO-04 I/fJG HOPPPSAHH-LTJO R.B. RYAN 
04-08 LTJG . MC NAUCffiTOM LTJG LEAHY 
.08-12 LTJOiWmaiaR-LTJO ROIEHEN 

kklley 

16 -l8 • ITJG ; PERSALD-ENS YOUNG 
' R.B. RYAN 

20-24 LTJG:MC HAUOTK»l-LrJO KKLLEY 


KNS RUSSELL 
EH3 BLERICH 
EH 3 HOLDING 
EXS AMINS 
BUS CHAMIAN 
ENS RUSSELL 
ENS HOLDING 
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1. Allotments will be started and 1 stopped at the Disbursing Office Today. 


E. M. LDBY 

Coroandar, U.S. Hovy . 

Executive Officer = ■ / -/■ 0 < f 7 

End: (2) TO KUUICH REP, CCS8IAVGSR Sar 00017-55 
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latant, Albrecht "3EPP" 0 


1145 1 Da par tad Munich via CGNNAVOER Aircraft from Beublberg 

Air Foroe Base (Mutrloh vioinity) 


/ Escort: CAfT Q» AFW3TR0NQ, Chief of Staff, COMHAFGSR 

LCDR V, L» RICHLY, Munich Representative of Ctanaav tiRn 

Luncheon: Box lunch aboard alroraft 

1700 1 Arrival Hlcet met fay LCDR 7. H. HOLLOWAY, DBM (Flag 
Lieutenant, COMSIXTHPLT) 



1735* Arrival VUlefranche 

1740* Departed VUlefranche via COMSIXIHPLT barge 



1745* Embark Flagship 033 3ALBH (met by LCDR R. 0. HBSSMAH, 
DSN, Aoa't Fleet Intelligence Officer) 

1815* Dinner In Admiral OFSTXE's Cabin 

Billeting* GSHUD? In Captain's Cabin 
Herr 033SMASER in Cabin 315 

2030*2130* 3igfat®eeing VUlefranche 

07^5* Breakfast in Admiral's Cabin 

0830* Escorted fay LCDR HAR3MAN through ship's spaces 

1200* Luncheon in Admiral's Cabin 

I3OO2 Gunnery exercises 3 s and- 5° guns 

lJCOx Rendezvous of the Fleet 

I 8 OO 1 Dinner in Admiral's Cabin 

I9451 Movie in Captain's Cabin 


7 Sept* 0745* Breakfast in Admiral's Cabin 

C830j Inspection of below deck spaces, incl. engine rcea 

1015* Gunnery exercise, including A/C sleeve rum 

l4C0* Departure by helicopter to CORAL SEA to observe flight 

Bed* (3) TO 5SSSSCH ESP, 
- 1 - (X3®!7tJSR S«r 08217-55 
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1530 * 


R« fueling at sea 


Billeting* QSHLSH: Cabin of CAPT D. P. SMITH Jr., 03 N, Chief of 
, Staff, Coonander Carrier Division SIX 
Harr QBERMAYERi Cabin 0256 




rfO iV* ' • ■ 

S; .» >;v : * 


lBQOi 
19C0* 
0745* 
0915* 
1200* 
1*00 r 

1950 * 

0230 * 
, 07 * 5 * 
OSCOi 
•1200* 
1300 1 

:iBt»* 

•2015’* 

67A5* 

CZ]# 

dScot 

0830: 

1030 * 

16^* 


Dinner in Admiral's Cabin 

Jet night operations and air strikes (darken ship) 
Breakfast in Admiral's Cabin 
Observation of air strikes 




Lunch in Admiral s Cabin 

Inspection of ship's spaces* remote control drone 
gunnery esarolae 

Highline transfer (Hospital case) 


H&vie in Senior Officer's spaces 


Replenishment at sea 
Breakfast 

Replenishment at sea 
Luncheon 

Air strikes inoluding rooket, A/A firing on 
and low targets 

Dinner 

Movie 

Breakfast 

Departure by barge to Palma, Majorca 
Sightseeing in Palma 
Departure by CC3*12AVQBR Aircraft 
Arrival In. Munich 
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